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250 words will be given preference. We edit letters for clarity 
and length, not for dialect, correctness. intent. or grammar. 
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Visit thecurrent-online.com 
for exc usive onl ine content. 
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• "China Night" at Touhill 

• 2014 Student Leadership 
Awards 

• "Peace Walls" spring dance 
concert at the Touhill 

• 

• 
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Film review: "The Amazing 
Spiderman 2" 

Summer Video Game Preview 

SGA election results 

GET INVOLVED 

Do you have a tip regarding a story? Have a correction to report? 
Do you have a Question or comment for our staff? Contact us at 
thecurrenttips@umsl.edu. We look forward to hearing from you. 

The Current va 'lues feedback from the campus community. 
What do you think of our campus coverage? Let us know your 
thoughts at thecurrent@umsl.edu. 
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314-516-6811 
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Internships and Volunteer Positions 
thecurrentjobs@umsl.edu 

Applications are available on our website at thecurrent-online.com. Please submit completed applications to 388 Millennium Student Center or 
thecurrentjobs@umsl.edu to be considered for open positions. For more information , contact us at thecurrentjobs@umsl.edu. 
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ALEX DE SANTIAGO, 
Junior 
Elementary Education 

T By SiyUf1 Zhang 

til plan on working at thelibrary 

as well as at my other job -
Target. I also will be taking ["'110 

summer classes, so it wi/I be a 
very busy summer! Not really a 
vacation. ,. 

WED 84H' 
";~ 66LOW 

JONATHAN HARRIS 
Graduate 
Business Administration 

"Working. " 

FRI 75H' 
57LOW 

A d vert i sin gAs soc i ate s 
Design Assistants 

Multimedia Director 
Proofreaders ' 

SAT 76H' 
~":'~~) 60LOW 

DONNETTA HOUSE, 
Sophomorer Nursing 

"I 'm going to take summer 
classes. I' 

SUN 78HI 
~'~~~~61 ' LOW 
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emoli ion pans e aye after commu bj cts 
SIMONNE KIMBLE 

STAFF WRITER 
CATE MARQUIS 

. A&E EDITOR 

University of Missouri-St. 

Louis' summer plans to demolish 

their first dormitories on campus, 

Normandie and St. Agnes Halls, 

which were previously part of 

the Incarnate Word Convent, 

have changed. The fate of the old 

Alumni Center, a historic home at 

the corner of Natural Bridge and 

Arlmont at the entrance of North 

campus, which was also slated 

for demolition, is less clear but 

demolition this summer appears to 

be on hold. 

A March 22 article in the Post­

Dispatch revealed plans by the 

university to demolish several 

unused buildings on the campus, 

including these historic ones, 

because it would be too costly 

to renovate them. The Sisters of 

Charity had sold the convent 

buildings to UMSL in 1993 but 

the buildings are no longer in use. 

The demolition plans 

brought objections from people 

in the surrounding Bel-Nor 

neighborhood. Dan Riley, a Bel­

Nor resident, started a petition to 

save the former Incarnate Word 

Convent and the Alumni Center, 

which attracted supporters from 

around the St. Louis area. 

On April 14, university officials 

met with members of the North 

County community who had 

expressed concern over the planned 

demolition. 

Bob Samples, associate vice 

chancellor of advancement for 

university communications, stated basically put it up for sale. If there 

in a Post-Dispatch article on April is a buyer out there who ,,,,ould 

16, that the university "would like to buy it, and they are going 

hold off on demolition of the old to have to fix it up and put it to 

convent site and issue a request for a good use, we'd be open to that," 

proposals to see if individuals are Chancellor George said. "So we've 

interested in renovating the facility got probably up to the next half 

and putting it to a positive use." year to be out there and see if there 

"We listened to people, we is a buyer. We're not going to sell 

listened to the petitions and · the land, we would rent the land, 

responded accordingly," UMSL but we would sell the facility." 

Chancellor Thomas George said. 

"'\lie decided that we're going to 
REA[] THE FUll ARTICLE ONLINE 
at www.thecurrent-online.com 

Stu ent Activi y Budget Comm-ttee s bm-ts 
recommenda ions for t e upcomi g fiscal year 

HUNG NGUYEN 
MANAGING EDITOR 

The Student Activities Budget 

Committee recommendations for 

me 2014-2015 academic. year have 

been submitted to and approyed 

by Vice Provost for Student Alfairs 

Curt Coonrod and Chancellor 

Thomas George. 

Of rhe S 966,62-±.93 requested, 

SA-BC recommended budget a11o-

cations of S498,256 and $5,000 

in service fee allocations. Student 

organizations were notified in mid 

-March and SABC heard ;nd i':iJu­

a1 appeals from late March to early 

April. 

S-\BC is comprised entirely of 

student volunteers headed by SGA 

Comptroller Daniel Armistead. Af-

ter student recommendations are 

made, they are reviewed by the Vice 

Provost for Student Affairs who 

then presents them to the Chancel­

lor for hnal approval. 

STUDENT ACTIVITY BUDGETING COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATIONS FOR FISCAL YEAR 20t4-2015 ':'. 

Accounting Club REQ: $510.00 I REC: $ 500.0 
d Core REQ: S3.600.00 I REC: $ 2.150.00 

Alpha Xi Delta REQ: $7,258.03 I REC: $ 4, 505.00 
American Institute of Graphic Arts REQ: $10,573.00 I REC: $ l.100.00 I SF: $ 250.00 
American Optometric Student Association REC: $28.070.00 I REC: $ 4.510.00 
Associated Black Collegians REQ: $21 ,91l.00 I REC: $ 5,000.00 
Association of Student Anthropologists REQ: $1.299.00 I REC: $ 669.00 
Beta Alpha Psi REQ: $15,090.00 I REC: $ 5,412.00 
Biological Society REQ: $20,540.00 I REC: $ 1.650.00 
Biology Graduate Student Associatton REG: $3,305.00 I REC: $ 2,565.00 
B~ack Business Student Association REQ: $7,688.00 I REC: $ 500.00 
Cat h-o I'ic Newman Center REQ: $44,239.77 I REC: $ 7,359.00 
Chemistry Club REQ: $3,950.00 I $ 800.00 
ChiAJpha Christian Fellowship REQ: $5,000.00 I REC: $1.155.00 
Chi Sigma Iota REO: $3,505.00 I REC: $ 1,715.00 
China-America Corner REG: $2 440.00 I REC: $ 1,840.00 
.CoHegesAgainst Cancer REQ; $11,605.00 I REC: $ 4.040.00 I SF: $ 425.00 
Criminology and CriminalJustice Graduate Student Association REQ: $28,840.00 I REC: $ 13.100.00 
Current. The REQ: $29,924.00 I REC: $ -
Delta SjgmaP'j REQ: $6,666.52 I REC: $ 2.125.00 
Delta :Zeta RE_Q:.$l 1,370.0.0 I REC: $ 3.270.00 
Gall.ery Visio REQ: $3,307.00 I REC: $ 2.000.00 
Golden Ke-y Honor Society REQ: $18,634.00 I REG: $ 4,750.00 
Gnspel Choir REQ: $7,640.00 I REC: $ 2,950.00 
Graduate Association of School Psychologists REQ: $564.00 I REG: $ 469.00 
Graduate Writer's Association REQ: $6.100.00 I REC: $ 3,520.00 
Hispaoj~ Latino Assoctation REQ: $1,954.01 I REC: $ 1,884.00 
indian Student Association REG: $2,380.00 I REC: $ 1,805.00 
Interfraternity CounCil REG: $11.170.00 I REC: $ 5.198..00 
Interrtational Business Club REQ: $9,575.00 I REG: $ 2,150.00 
tnternationaJ S-usiness Honor Society REQ: $7 , 016 ~00 I REC: $ 1,500.00 
Ja.pan-America Student Association REQ: $2,360.00 I REC: $ 1.180.00 
Jewish Student Assoclatio'n REa: $1,230.00 I REC: $ 745.00 
Kappa Delta Pi REQ: $650.00 I REC: $ 400.00 

. Math ClubREQ: $2,870.00 I REC: $ 1,595.00 

~In rrly S udent Nurs~s A oL.ia ion REQ: 4.865.00 1 REG: $ 2.005.00 I F; $ 130.0 
Misso I Optometric Student Associa ion REQ: $ .225. 0 , REC· $ 2J25.00 
M slim Student Association REQ: Sl1.990.00 I REC: $ 1.830.00 
National Art Education A.ssociation REQ: $3.026.00 I REC: $ l.827.00 
National Optometric Student Association REQ: $3,870.00 , REC: $ 2,825.00 
Opera Theatre Ensemble REG: $9,920.00 I REC: $ 3,975.00 
Order of Omega REQ: $415.00 I REC: $ 265.00 
Pan-African Student Association REQ: $750.00 I REC: $ 700.00 
Panhellenic Council REQ: $20.275.00 I REG: $ 4,526.00 I SF: $ 195.00 
Phi Mu Alpha Sinfonia REQ: $2,458.00 I REC: $ 734.00 
Philosopher's Forum REQ: $7,804.00 I REC: $ 2,310.00 
Physics & Astronomy Club REQ: $975.00 , REC: $ 225.00 
Pi Kappa Alpha REQ: $11.000.00 I REC: $ 4,250.00 
Pierre Laclede Honors College Student Association REQ: $5.350.00 I REC: $ 3,640.00 
Political Science Graduate Student Association REQ: $9,895.00 I REC: $ 9,795.00 
Pre-Dental Society REQ: $1,995.00 I REC: $ 800.00 
Pre-Med Society REQ: $2,855.00 I REC: $ 1.855.00 
Pre-Vet & Zoological Society REQ: $4.352.00 I REC: $ 1,570.00 
PRIZM REQ: $7 .887.78 I REC: $ 6,887.00 
Psi Chi REQ: $5.830.00 I REC: $ 1,500.00 
Psychology Graduate Student Association REQ: $6,375.00 I REC: $ 4,600.00 
Public Policy Administration Student Association REQ: $1,420.00 I REC: $ 500.00 
Residence Hall Association REQ: $24,212.49 I REC: $ 5,950.00 
SEMPA - The U REQ: $6,000.00 I REC: $ 1.100.00 I SF: $ 4,OOO.OQ 
Sigma Pi REQ: $9,055.00 I REC: $ 4,310.00 
Sigma Tau Gamma REQ: $2)34.00 I REG: $ 2,037.00 
Society of Future Engineers REQ: $610.00 I REC: $ 350.00 
Student Government Association REG: $55}70.00 I REC: $ 44,500.00 
Student Investment Trust REQ: $10.000.001 REC: $ 5,000.00 
Student Nurses Association REQ: $2,300.00 I REC: $ 1,980.00 
Student Socia l Work Association REQ: $13,191.33 I REC: $ 4,500.00 
Students Volunteer Optometric Services to Humanity (SVOSH) REG $7,280.00 I REC: $ 4,075.00 
Tau Sigma REQ: $1,800.00 I REC: $ 1.000.00 
UMSL Instrumental Ensembles REQ: $6,200.00 , REC: $ 1,460.00 
University Program Board REQ: $326,148.00 I REC: $ 255,449.00 
University Singers REQ: $14,400.00 I REC: $ 5,510.00 
Vietnamese Student Association REQ: $4,000.00 I REC: $ 1,950.00 
Young Activists United RE G: $2,757.00 I REC: $ 800.00 
Zeta Tau Alpha REG: $9,800.00 I REC: $ 4,830.00 

Totals: REQ: $966:624.93 I REC: $498,256.00 I SF~ $5,000.00 
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YEAR IN REVI EW 
. The 2013-2014 academic year at the University of Missouri-St. Louis contained numerous construction projects, the 
conclusion of UMSL's 50th Anniversary celebration, and a number of notable student-led events. Below is a recap of some 
of the year's top stories. ... 

UMSL's 50th anniversary was a year-long celebration that began with the kick­
off gala, held at the Blanche M. Touhill Performing Arts Center on February 1, 2013. 
The entire campus community took part in the celebration, and the momentous 
year included the un eil ing of a Jubilee quilt, countless events hosted by a variety 
of departments and organizat ions on campus, and t he release of two UMSL-themed 
books: "First, a Dream: Refl ections for a Golden Jubilee 1963 - 2013;' edited by Ron 
Gossen, chief marketing officer and senior associate vice chancellor of marketing and 
communications, and itA Photographic History of the University of Missouri-St . Lou is: 
The First Fifty Yea rs," by Blanche Touhill, PhD, former UMSL chancellor. 

The "J ubilee Symphony," commissioned for the occasion and com posed by Barbara 
Harbach, professor of m usic, music hi story, music composit ion and harpsi c ord, w as 
performed by the Un iversity Symphony Orchest ra on October 9, 20 13. 

UMSL's 50th Ann iversa ry Jubi lee drew to a close w ith UMSL Jazz Ensemble's "Jazz fo r 
the Holidays" concert on December 8 at the Touh il l. 

The 22nd annual Founders' Dinner celebrated UMSL's 50th anniversary birthday 
party and was held on September 19 at the Ritz Carlton. The program recognized 
the 6utstanding leadership and notable charitable acts of UMSL students, alumni, 
faculty and donors and concluded with the Distinguished Alumni Award, awarded to 
six notable alumni on behalf of the UMSL Alumni Association. Chancellor Tom George 
was also recognized for his ten years of service as chancellor. 

For the first time in its nearly 50-year history, The Current, UMSL's student newspaper, 
was denied funding by the Student Activities Budget Committee (SABe). The Current 
was first notified of the committee's decision in mid-March; the appeal, held in early 
April, was also denied. On April 21, The Current's executive board met with UMSL 
administrators and deans to discuss the future of The Current. Though plans are still 
in the discussion stage, the university agreed to forgive the remainder of the paper's 
debt and supply it with a new sustainable funding source. 

CONSiliRU &.liION 

Construction on the new Science Learning Btlilding began on October 29, 2013. 
The new academic building will add approximately 75,000 square feet to the science 
complex and will house teaching labs currently held in Benton and Stadler halls. 

The groundbreaking ceremony for the new campus Recreation and Wellness Center 
took place on November 21,2013. The building will include a three-court gymnasium, 
fitness and recreation pool, three-lane running track, a wellness center, four group 
fitness rooms, strength and cardia training rooms, and other amenities. The 94,000 
square-foot facility will be located south of the Millennium Student Center, in the 
space formerly reserved for parking lots C and D. 

On November 1, 2013, the Office of Academic Affairs sent a campus-wide email 
announcing the forthcoming closure of the Ward E. Barnes library. The library is set to · 
close on May 17, 2014. Upon closure, the library's books will be divided and relocated 
to either the Thomas Jefferson Library or an off-site storage area where they will be 
retrievable upon special request. 
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UMSL's annual Mirthday carnival supplied a much-needed study break for the 
campus population. On April 16, the north entrance parking lot of the Millenni­
um Student Center was filled with fun and gamest thanks to the efforts of the 
University Program Board, who plan and host the event every year. Carnival rides, 
food trucks, and a OJ booth kept the energy up for the duration of the event. 
A popular attraction, the booths manned by student organizations and campus 
departments provided opportunities for students to learn more about how to 
get involved in campus life while earning prizes. The day concluded with a B.O.B. 
concert at the Touhill, with heavily discounted prices available for students. 

Community members came together on January 20 to celebrate Martin Luther 
King, Jr. Day at the Blanche M. Touhill Performing Arts Center. The program, titled "ls 
Dr. King's Voice Still Speaking Today?" included guest lectures, faculty performances 
and scholarship awards inspired by the ongoing memory of Dr. King . 

.. .. ..... ...... ............. ..... ......................... .. ... .................... ...... ................... ....... ... : ... 

The first book ever printed in the United States, liThe Bay Psalm Book: Property 
of the Old South Church in Boston/' was exhibited at UMSL's Mercantile Library on 
September 13 as part of a nationwide tour to raise awareness of the book's existence 
and generate interest for the upcoming auction. This honor was extended to the 
university by Sotheby's, a New York-based auctioning agency known for its highly 
valuable international artifacts. 

This year marks the first year that UMSL Homecoming has been held in Feb­
ruary since 1974. The 2014 Homecoming Dinner and Dance was held on Febru­
ary 8 at the Union Station Hotel in Downtown St. Louis. This year's theme was 
"Forever Red and Gold" and the Homecoming Committee raised S' 0,000 from 
19 sponsors in support of the event. Adam Delgado, junior, liberal studies, was 
crowned Homecoming King, and Homecoming Queen went to Marissa Steimet 
senior, communications. 

In 2013, UMSL played a significant role in the St. Louis International Film 
Festival (SLlFF) by hosting film screenings and free campus events from 
November 15-21.2013 was the first year that UMSL had been major venue at the 
festival. The portion of SLiFF that was held at UMSL, "Twenty Years Later - Films 
from the Former Yugoslavia," focused on films from countries that were once part 
of Yugoslavia. The program was curated by Rita Csapo-Sweet, PhD, associate 
professor of media studies. The series of events were co-sponsored by University 
of Missouri Research Board and the UMSL Office of International Studies and 
Programs, in conjunction with Cinema St. Louis, the presenter of SLiFF. 

The UMSL Sports Hall of Fame.held their 2014 induction ceremony on February 
7 at the Archview Ballroom ofthe St. Louis Hilton at the Ballpark. Harry Schroeder 
of UMSL Athletics served as master of ceremonies. Six individuals and two teams 
joined the ranks of elite UMSL athletes: Greg Bierling, Baseball (2000-03); Steve 
Buckley, Men's Soccer (1971-72); Dan Chinnici, Baseball (1993-97); Kevin Missey, 
Men's Soccer (1970, 1973-74); Coach Beth Goetz, Womer:"s Soccer (199B-2007); 
Frank Cusumano, Men's Basketball (1980-84); Triton baseball team (1977); and 
UMSL women's soccer team (1981 and 1982) . 

.............. °
0 
............................................................................................. ' . ' ... I ......... ~ ~ .... 06 . _ . .... " _,, .... , .. .. ." ... ...... ,.., ......... ' . .. .... .. 
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Triton teams tr·umph both hom nd -way 

The University of Missouri-St. 

Louis women's golf team finished 

fourth place our of fourteen in the 

Great lakes Valley Championships 

on April 27 at the Annbriar Golf 
Club in Waterloo, Illinois. The 

tournament lasted nvo days. The 

Tritons carded a 646 (328-318), 
finishing in fourth place after 
standing in sevench place after the 
first round. Indianapolis finished 

first with a 614 (304-314) followed 

by Sourhern Indiana (317-310 
- 62 and Drury (313-325 -
638). Tayler Haag, sophomore, 
marketing, concribut d for the 

Tritons with a. 152 ( --77, 
fin ishing th ird individually and 

clai mil g All-GL Cho n rs. I a 
claiming AIl-GLV h no r fo r the 

Triton was Bailey Hopper, junior, 
finance , who finished 19th in the 

tournament with a 163 (8 ~-81). 
M L baseball 10 t to tll 

lIlinois Springfield Pr irie Star 
8- l on April 30 in pringfi ld, 
Illino is. The Tri ton led 8-6 going 

into the batt m of the eighth, 

before gi ing Llp th ree run and 
the ~ame t rUinoi ~f ri ngfi td. 

The Prai rie tars earned theifr t 

e 

May -

JOHN "SAM MY" LUDEMAN 
SPORTS EDITOR 

run lD the bottom of the eighth 
through being hit by a pitch with 
the bas loaded. The next tVilO 

runs for Illinois Springfield came 

from a fly our and a walk with 

the bases loaded. Paul Richmond, 

senior, media studies, and Michael 

Budka, senior, physical education, 

contributed for the Tritons with 
three hits apiece . 

UMSL softball defeated Illinois 

Springfield and #22 Truman State 
on the first day the Grear Lakes 
Valley Conference Tournament on 

May 2 in Peoria, Ill inois . In the 
first game, the Tri w o defea ted 

Illinois Springfield 1-0 through 
eight innings. The Triwn won the 

game ff fa 010 ho me run fr m 

Briann Butler, JUD i r, lementary 

education, in rh botto m f the 
eighth. In rhe seco nd game. [he 
Tritons defeated ' 12 Truman State 

5-0 through eye n innin g: . The 

Tritons pre ut th .ir c ring, 

bringing in one run in a b of the 
second, th ird , nd f; unh innings 

b for s ring tWO ru ns in the fifth 

chr ugh nine hit. Trunun lat 
had no ,nW l 'L .len B udre u, 

juni r, nur~ ing: H an nah WesseL , 

c 

junior, nursing; and Butler 
comributed for the Tritons by each 

hitting a home run. The Tritons 
advanced to the GLVe winner's 

bracket final with r.he win. 
UV(SL softball d efeated the 

Bellarmine Knights 3-2 in the 
GLVC Tow'nament \vinner)s 

bracket final on May 3 in Peoria, 
Illinois. The Triron.s gained a 3-0 
lead after the fourth inning thanks 

to Jena Boudreau, junior, nursing, 

and Alex Stupek, freshman, 
nursing, home runs in the first and 

fourth innings, respectively. The 
Kniuh rs ~ rremp ted a omeback, 

sco ring one run in bo th (he b:: th 
and eVEnrh innino but did not 

hav enouo-h ( orne back from 
the Trimn ' I a '. '\ ith the wi n , 

the Triwl1 \V me.!,1 w ill play in 
th e: GLVe hampionship for the 
second ~ ear in a rowan !\[ay 4. 

L baseball won the first 
and 1 t the 

!!ame the Tritons d ~ at d the 
fin r L -l thro ugh nin innings . 

The Triton could do no wr n 

8 & . rT · ~ to (3 p .rn~ 

ay 2-15 
·S a. to6 -.nl. 

8 a m 
a· 9 
to ~. ~)Jl1i 

May 1 20 
,8a. n~L tC) 6 p .m· ~ 

a,' 16 
. ~ te) 5 

RENTAL DEADUN E: Last dar for rent.al returns i~ 
SaturdaYJ May 11 at 2: pGIil. 

Triton Paul Richmond prepares for a hit at the UMSL Baseball Field 

on offense scorjng all twelve of 

their runs in four innings. One of 
rheir runs in tbe fourth inning was 

ft" of Triton Justin Lois, senior, 
marketing, stealing home plate. 

In the second game the Tritons 
fell [Q the Miners 1-3 through 

13 innings. After scoring one run 
in the first inning off of Michael 
Budka, senior, physical education, 
single hit, the Tritons would not 
find home plate again. ,1issouri 

&T sc red one run in the top of 
the third, and the game remained 

tied at 1-1 until t-.Jissouri S&T 

brou~ ht t\~,' more run through 
e pla te in the top of the 1" tho 

M L men 5 tennis lost to 

the #25 Indianapolis Greyhounds 

3-5 in first round of the NCAA 
Midwest Regionals on May 3 
in Indianapolis, Indiana. The 
Tritons ,,"on two of five matches in 

singles competition, and won one 
out of three matches in doubles 

competition. Tim M clarty Junior, 
international business, contributed 

for the Tritons defeating his 
singles competiror 6-2, 6-2 . Also 

contributing for the Tritons were 

Tim Goner, senior, accounting, 
and Nils M ueggenburg, junicJ[, 

international business, who teamed 

up to win their doubles match 9-r . 
'\ ith the loss, ill m en's tennis 

team's season comes to a close. 
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POINT 
COUNTERPOINT 

SHOULD UNHEALTHY FOODS BE TAXED EXTRA? 

POINT: Promote healthy eatin g 

Taxing unhealthy foods and 

subsidizing healthier foods would 

help promote a healthier diee. 

Fast food is cheap, but is cheap 

healthy? Fast food, including the 

most popular fast food restaurant, 

McDonalds, may be convenient 

and inexpensive, but do s anyone 

really know what is inside the 

"food" we love to eat? 

Obesity is a major issue in the 

United States. Obesity can be 

defined as a "medical condition 

in which excess body fat has 

accumulated ro the extent that 

it may have an adverse effece 

on health, leading to reduced 

life expectancy and/or increased 

health problems." 

Taco Betl is known for letting 

their meat sit for days uncovered 

in a large bucket (0 thaw Ollt. 

Once it has thawed out, the 

employees heat it up and serve 
it to hungry custOmers. No ,.lne 
r aIl! koo\) $\,·hat oes on behind 

un b nlth fo d. 
a r t.h y m 
taste g ad , but th food 1 that 

we nsume c uld qui t fr<l.nkly 

be anything mushed together 
in a machine. The creators of 

chese foods don't care about our 

health; they only care about the 

money in our pockets. Adding 

an additional tax to unhealthy 

foods would serve as a wake-up 

call to the American people. Not 

only are they hurting themselves 

by purchasing and consuming 

unhealthy, fatty foods, but th~: ' 

are supporting a system in which 

profit is prioritized OH:r health. 

Many college studen ts may 

not stop to consider the damage 

they're doing to their bodies by 

choosing to eat unhealthy foods. 

People find it much easier to 

just go through a drive through; 

McDonald's is cheaper and easier 

to access thap a home-cooked 

meal, but that convience comes 

at a high cost . Those \vho eat 

dangerously fany foods will have 

to deal with the consequences of 

their decisions later on in life. 

Ur,healchy, fauy foods are 

extremel:. cheap and conviencnt:. 
hangjng that , uld dis o urage 
h e p ur hn e 0 - u h i t en . 

n llnh al h .. 

w u ld n ake a. h ug 

di ff ren in m rica's n donal 

heall:h rrajector . 

COUNTER: Don't tax "unhealthy" foods 

Ta..xing "unhealthy" foods is not 

a good idea. First of all, it is hard 

to identify the source of rampant 

obesity in' America. Is is the 

sugar, as many advocates of diets 

such as Adkins, Paleo, and South 

Beach, among others, would tell 

you? Is it that the obese are not 

obeying the FDA guidelines on a 

healthy diet, exemplified in their 

eponymous food pyramid? 

Secondly, as an American 

citizen, I should be free to choose 

what I want to eat and not have 

to pay extra taxes because of 

government patriarchy. I might 

exercise more than my neighbors, 

and I want to enjoy a tasty meal. 

I'm still in shape, after all. I 

shouldn't be penalized because 

someone else might overindulge 

and not have the habits to eat 

good food and still stay in shape. 

No amount of dieting will keep a 

person healthy, after all , without 

adequate physical exercise on a 

regular basis. 

Many American families are 

having a tough time as it is putting 

food on the table. Organic foods 

and other foods that now fall 

under the folk definition of 

health food often are not healthy 

but are merely expensive. These 

options lay outside the budget of 

many already. If we tax processed, 

sugary foods, then a large part of 

the working class diet will become 

more dauntingly expensive than 

it already is, and "healrh" foods 

will not get any cheaper either. 

In cases where we have taxed 

fatty foods, consumers were 

driven to consume even lower 

quality foods that were ' only 

occasionally less fatty. And once 

(hat tax has revenue coming in, 

politicians will be loathe to repeal 

it just because it has no health 

benefits for consumers; after all, 

it is the tax revenue that they will 

want to see preserved, not your 

health. 

A more appropriate sol~tion 

would be one that starts with 

emphasizing physical exercise 

and sound health practices. There 

is a limit to how much you can 

or should do by way of clumsy 

state intervention to control far, 

sugar, or whatever other nutrients 

the current health fad happens to 

define as "bad." 

1!Chc (turrent OPINIONS 7 

STAFF EDITORIAL 
.... . . . ..... . .... .......... ....... . . . ...... . . ..... -_ ....... .... .......................... ..... ... ..... ..... ............ . 

Five reasons you should com post 

Previously onll' found in 

organic farms and hippie 

backyards, compost has now 

burgeoned into a full blown 

trend for city dwellers and 

suburbanites alike. Compost is 

a highly nutrient rich soil that is 

produced by the decomposition 

of organic matter such as leaves, 

grass , and plant-based food 

scraps. It occurs as a natural 

process in the environment and 

can be sped up by humans for use 

in gardens. 

So why exactly is compost so 

great? 
1. Reduces landfill waste. 

25% of landfill waste is made 

up of food and lawn scraps. 

These types of waste should 

decompose over time but do 

not because a.ll of the waste is so 

heavily compacted. By throwing 

all of your apple cores, orange 

peels, grass clippings and other 

biodegradable organic \-vaste inca 

a separate bucket, you can cut 

down o ur chore of taking out 
ill traSh by . Y u don't even 

have ro do Load of 
m r fa it u i rna 
a p ile of the 0 rQ'an i 

bucket or ca mp _ ( b in. 

2. Saves money. Ameri ans 

are the third larges t consumers 

of chemical fertilizers in the 

world, consuming tens of 

millions of tons annually. All 

of this chemical fertilizer llse 

amounts to approximately thirty 

JANE LAKAYIL 
STAFF WRITER 

billion dollars every year. While 

chemical fertilizers res'ult in 

short-term success with larger, 

faster grO\ving crops, the' growth 

is unsustainable. Using compost 

to create a naturally nutrienr rich 

soil results in a more long-term 

success. The crops may not grow 

as quickly or as big, but they will 

grow without requiring pounds 

of synthetic chemical fertilizers 

to be added annually, saving 

billions of dollars . 

3. Reduces harmful emissions. 

The heavily compacted trash 

in landElls- leave no room for 

oxygen to decompose the food 

and la\., n scraps. Not only do 

those scraps not decompose, but 

anaerobic conditions result in the 

emission of methane fumes, a 

g;eenhouse gas more toxic to the 

atmosphere than carbon dioxide. 

By cutting back on sending one 

ton of organic .... "'aste to landfills, 

you are cutting back on emitting 

1/3 ofa ron of tOxic gases. 

4. Conserves water. Added 

comp t ro soil increases its 
by 

te n1 

in I nr, r u in a V.lp ration 

and improving infiltration. This 

pre", nts runoff from 0 c urring, 

a~ well as decreaSing the amount 

of watering needed. Using 

composted soil over regular 

soil with added fertilizers can 

decrease the amount of water 

necessary by about 30%, which 

want to be 

in turn also saves money. 

S. It's easy. There are only four 

things you need to remember 

when com posting: brown, green, 

air, water. Composting is all 

about ratios and letting nature do 

its work. The brown is the carbon 

based ingredients, such as dead 

leaves, straw, hay, woodchips, 

etc. The green is the nitrogen 

based ingredients, such as grass 

clippings, weeds, most kitchen 

scraps, etc. The key is in maintain 

a ratio of about 6 to 1 of brov./ll 

to green matter. 
The hea\Lh of the compoS( is 

1 0 d p nd 'nt n hm\' much 
water is in it; it should only 

e er be damp, never v et or dr .. 

The final factor, air, is also very 

simple: make sure that the pile is 

not compressed down and allows 

air to circulate duoughouc. In 

order to ensure that circulation 

occurs, give the pile a brief 

mixing every few days. 

EARD 
??, 
• • • 

sign up for 

THE CURRENT 
thecurrent -onll,ine.com/about -us/em ployment 

Intensive Fren . r S~a 
Learn French or Spanish in ju· t a few weeks and complete your 
foreign language requirement! The summer Intensive Language 
Program begins in May 2014 .. 

For more information,. call the Languages and Cultures Office at 
314~S16.,fi2;421. or go online to~ 
http://wM4l,{Jrn sl. edul dillisions/artscience/ forian gJit;'L angtJage9-~20R 
€sotJrces/Apttestfolintiangco,ur.l1trnl 
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MUSIC REVIEW COMIC by Greg Hartl 

i\Jinl:et1(iO 
Er- t .E''''LOl t'tn : l)t 
S!;r"SW 

" \ 

Scwlia&1{t'Yth,~n IN: CRASH COURSE 

HEY RI:ADERS, SORRY WE 
HAVEN'T BEEN VERY ACTIVE 

THIS SEMESTER. OUR 
TEACHERS HAVE REAJ.l..Y BEEN 

RUNNING US RAGGED. 

e BRETT HEUER 2014 

NOW SEEKING: 

AS COLLEGE STUDENTS, 
WE'RE SURE YOU 

UNDERSTAND HOW 
STRESSFULL IT CAN GET 

SOMETIMES. WE'LL TRY TO DO 
BETTER NEXT SEMESTER. 

RIGHT , NATHAN? 

Cartoon istsllil ustrators 
Are you cfeative? Are you known for being an 
artist with a great sense of humor?Then you may 
be just what we're lookingl for in a Cartoonist/ 
Illustrator! Fill out an application, available at 
thecurrent-online, and leave it at our office, 
along with a sample of your work, in 388 MSC 
to be considered. This position is avaHable on a 
volunteer basis or for internship credit. 

, 

zzz 

MAY 5, 2014 

The Best Songs. final Verdict 
-~ndl .... s~ r{)l1(_ CL; .. !l 

- Japan Air 

10110 

zzz 

Have something to say 
about the campus, 

The Current, or topics 
relevant to students at 
UMSL? Get your voice 
heard! Become a staff 
writer at The Current or 

write a letter to the editor: 

thecurrent@umsl.edu 


	May 5, 2014 p1
	May 5, 2014 p2
	May 5, 2014 p3
	May 5, 2014 p4
	May 5, 2014 p5
	May 5, 2014 p6
	May 5, 2014 p7
	May 5, 2014 p8

